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PROCEEDINGS OF 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WEST BLOOMFIELD 

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION  
West Bloomfield Township Hall Boardroom 

West Bloomfield, Michigan  
 

Wednesday, March 25, 2026 
                                                                            6:00 PM                                       APPROVED        
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 6:02 PM by Chairperson Brooks 
 
ROLL CALL 
 

 Present:            Chair Robert Brooks  
   Secretary John Erich  
   Treasurer Terrance Adams 
   Commissioner Merv Aronoff 
   Commissioner David Barash 
   Commissioner Sally Wenczel- Arrived 6:06 
     
          
Staff Present:  Kelly Hyer, Executive Director  
   Chris Frey, Parks Superintendent 
   Ashley Stokes, Recreation Supervisor 
   Meagan Tehako, Marketing and Events Manager 
   Kahlia Chehade, Administrative Assistant 
   Carrie Manning, Recording Secretary 
   
Absent:  Commissioner Mindell 
    
Public:   Gina Gregory, Jamey Bernier.     

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE     
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Barash to approve the agenda.  

 
Ayes:  5        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 2 
Motion Carried: 5-0-2 
 
PUBLIC FORUM-  
 
Longtime resident, Gina Gregory, shared some facts around the 100-year anniversary of the Pleasant 
Lake neighborhoods and presented beautiful books containing stories and pictures of the 
neighborhoods and area businesses throughout that 100-year history. 
 
Junior Commissioner Jamey Bernier introduced herself to the Commissioners. 



2 
 

 
ITEMS FROM THE TOWNSHIP LIAISON 
 
Trustee Kirkwood shared events and proceedings from the February 9, 2026, WB Township meeting. 
Items included approval for the demolition of the Recreation Activities Center, Black History Month 
proclamation including attendees from the historic Tuskegee Airmen Chapter, and reappointing 
members to the Environmental Commission. Fire Chief Greg Flynn will be retiring, and Assistant Fire 
Chief Mark Lowry will be the next Chief. The WB Police department will be purchasing a replacement 
Ford Explorer Interceptor vehicle. Trustee Kirkwood spoke about the watermain break that has 
damaged 14 Mile Rd. Repairs should be completed and the road should be reopened as soon as 
possible, weather permitting. Due to the season, concrete will be used for repairs, instead of 
asphalt. A permanent solution to the watermain issue is planned as this was the third time this 
happened due to water pressure after restoration of a loss of electricity. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Items A through I are Consent Agenda matters considered to be routine by the Commission and enacted by 
one motion unless a member of the Commission wishes to discuss one of the topics.  

 
A)  Approval of Minutes-Regular Commission February 25, 2026   
B)  Approval of February Revenue and Expenditure Report    
C)  February Prepaid Expense Report in the amount of $330,739.66   
D) Approval of Invoice Journal Report (Expenditures by Check) in the amount of $83,199.90   
E)  Approval of February Credit Card Refund Report totaling $1,370.00   
F)  Receipt of February Cash Balance Report   
G)  Receipt of Check Disbursement Report for West Bloomfield Parks and Recreation for the   
Connect Community Bond February Reimbursement from Township Report   
H)  Receipt of State of Michigan Board of County Road Commissioners Oakland County Agreement  
for Traffic Control Device with City of Orchard Lake and West Bloomfield Parks and Recreation 
Commission from 1994 communications 
I)  Receipt of fully executed State of Michigan Board of County Road Commissioners Oakland  County 
Agreement for Traffic Control Device with City of Orchard Lake and West Bloomfield   
Parks and Recreation Commission   

    
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Barash to approve items A through I on 
the Consent Agenda. 
 
Ayes:  6        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 1 
Motion Carried: 6-0-1 
 
STAFF REPORT  
 
Marketing and Events Manager Tehako provided pictures and an update to the WB Trail sign installation 
project. Trail Ambassador training will be held April 15, 2026, from 9-11am at the WB Police training room. 
The program will kick off on National Trails Day. Staff received training on reporting available from the 
new trail counters installed in 2025. Examples of the reporting were presented, and staff are looking 
forward to sharing the data with the public as well as the internal ways the reporting will be utilized in the 
future. Chair Brooks commented on the recent article in West Bloomfield Today and commended Manager 
Tehako and Abby Burgess for the positive and informative article. 
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Superintendent Frey reported that two additional team members passed their 3-week training program and 
received their CDL licenses. This allows them to drive parks vehicles while towing trailers. After the snow 
melt, cold patching continues on potholes in parking lots and driveways throughout the Parks. The phase II 
paving project will begin on April 1st at Marshbank Park. Micro-mowing is being performed around the edges 
of the properties, at the tree and wood lines and winter tree work is wrapping up with hedge trimming. 
Maintenance is being performed on equipment that was stored during the winter to ensure it is ready for 
use in the new season. 
 
Supervisor Stokes provided the Recreation Report to the Commission, speaking to the success of the Daddy 
Daughter Dance, held at Temple Israel, and the annual Black Expo, where 75 vendors participated with 
over 700 visitors. The weather cooperated for a successful Snowshoe with your Sweetie event at Drake 
Sports Park. Connect members enjoyed participating in Exercise Your Mind, sponsored by Henry Ford 
Health, and Candlelight Yoga has been extremely popular, selling out regularly. Upcoming events include 
the annual Egg Scramble, Fab 50’s event, Earth Day Celebration, and the return of Touch a Truck at Drake 
Sports Park.  
 
ITEMS FROM THE OFFICERS  
 

A. Items from the Chairperson 
 
Chairperson Brooks commended all the first responders for their actions during the recent emergency at 
Temple Israel.  
 
      B.  Items from the Secretary  
 
Secretary Erich commended the leadership team for their dedication and for keeping everything running 
smoothly despite having so much going on with the Connect Community Center and seasonal activities 
kicking off soon. 
 

C. Items from the Treasurer 
 
Treasurer Adams did not have any items this evening. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Executive: Chairperson Brooks  
  
Chairperson Brooks stated they met on March 11, 2026. Present were himself, Secretary Erich, Treasurer 
Adams, Executive Director Hyer, Parks Superintendent Frey, Recreation Supervisor Stokes, Finance Manager 
Stephanie Smith, HR Manager Forton, and Marketing & Events Manager Tehako. They reviewed the items 
for tonight’s agenda, were updated on planning for the upcoming audit, and grant requests and results. 
They also reviewed outstanding legal items. Their next scheduled meeting is April 8, 2026. 
 
Finance: Report from Treasurer Adams  
   
Treasurer Adams indicated the Finance Committee met Wednesday, February 25th, at 6:00pm. Present 
were himself, Commissioner Barash, Commissioner Wenczel, Finance Manager Smith, Finance Associate 
Austin Gapp, and Executive Director Hyer. Also attending were Stacey Reeves and Philip Femminineo from 
Plante & Moran. The committee went over a pre-audit presentation by Plante & Moran for the upcoming 
annual audit. The committee reviewed invoices, vouchers, and prepaid expenses for the month. The 
committee reviewed agenda items for tonight’s meeting. The interest from the investment fund, year to 
date, stands at $21,762.85. The committee reviewed the Bond draw requests from the Township. The next 
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meeting is scheduled prior to the regular Commission meeting on March 25, 2026, at 6pm, prior to the 
monthly Commission Meeting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
A. Consideration for Approval of the purchase of complete picnic tables and replacement 
tabletops and seats from RJ Thomas Manufacturing Company in the amount of $68,762.50.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Barash to approve the purchase of new 
Pilot Rock picnic tables and replacement tabletops and seats in the amount of $68,762.50 from RJ 
Thomas Manufacturing Company.  
             
Ayes:  6        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 1 
Motion Carried: 6-0-1 
 
B. Consideration for Approval of a civil engineering Change Order #3 with Nowak & Fraus 
Engineering to prepare various utility easement recordings at a cost of $5,400. 
  
Motion by Commissioner Wenczel, seconded by Commissioner Aronoff to approve a civil engineering 
Change Order #3 with  Nowak & Fraus Engineering to prepare various utility easement recordings at 
a cost of $5,400.  
              
Ayes:  6        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 1 
Motion Carried: 6-0-1 
 
C. Discussion Item- Connect Community Center update. 
  
    
PUBLIC FORUM- None 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business before the Commission, the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 7:17PM.  
  

Reviewed by, 
John Erich 

 
 
(As a permanent record, an audio tape of this meeting in its entirety is on file and will remain at the Parks and Recreation offices 
where it may be heard.) 


