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PROCEEDINGS OF 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WEST BLOOMFIELD 

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION  
West Bloomfield Township Hall Boardroom 

West Bloomfield, Michigan  
 

Wednesday, January 28, 2026 
                                                                            6:00 PM                                     APPROVED        
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 

 The meeting was called to order at 6:10 PM by Chairperson Brooks 
 
ROLL CALL 
 

 Present:            Chair Robert Brooks  
   Secretary John Erich  
   Treasurer Terrance Adams 
   Commissioner Merv Aronoff 
   Commissioner David Barash 
   Commissioner Amy Mindell  
   Commissioner Sally Wenczel 
     
          
Staff Present:  Kelly Hyer, Executive Director  
   Chris Frey, Parks Superintendent 
   Ashley Stokes, Recreation Supervisor 
   Ashley Forton, HR Manager 
   Carrie Manning, Recording Secretary 
   
Absent:  None 
    
Public:   None     

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE     
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Barash to approve the agenda.  

 
Ayes:  7        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7-0 
 
PUBLIC FORUM- None 
 
ITEMS FROM THE TOWNSHIP LIAISON- No items tonight. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
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Items A through J are Consent Agenda matters considered to be routine by the Commission and enacted by 
one motion unless a member of the Commission wishes to discuss one of the topics.  

A) Approval of Minutes-Regular Commission December 17, 2025. 
B) Approval of December Revenue and Expenditure Report 
C) Approval of December Prepaid Expense Report in the amount of $777,003.31 
D) Approval of Invoice Journal Report (Expenditures by Check) in the amount of $241,321.12 
E) Approval of December Credit Card Refund Report totaling $1,359.00 
F) Receipt of December Cash Balance Report 
G) Receipt of Connect Community Bond November Reimbursement from Township Report 
H) PSP-0022 Connect Community Center Second Review dated November 26, 2025 
I) PSP-0022 Connect Community Center Response to Second Review dated December 18, 2025, 
J) Fully Executed Green Media Center Lease Agreement with West Bloomfield School District 

from January 1, 2026, to December 31, 2027    

 
Motion by Commissioner Barash, seconded by Commissioner Aronoff to approve items A through J on 
the Consent Agenda. 
 
Ayes:  7        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7-0 
 
STAFF REPORT  
 
Superintendent Frey spoke about all the winter activities going on with the Parks and Maintenance team. 
They have taken the swings down and closed the playgrounds for winter. They will reopen in the Spring 
when conditions are safe enough to do so. The sled hills have been set up and have had a lot of activity 
this year. The team installed the safety fencing and rope lines to help the sledders back up the hill when 
they finish their run. The sled hills are closely monitored for safety and any needed upkeep. Winter tree 
work continues through the season with the pruning of dead branches, broken branches or anything that 
looks dangerous. Late mowing is still taking place, as well. DTE and ITC have also been working along the 
WB Trail, clearing trees and brush below their lines. Although it is an easement and not on the WBPRC 
Trail, they are doing this work during the winter to provide the least disruption to the Trail users. Snow 
plowing and clearing have also kept the Team busy, using the tanker truck to spread brine and salt 
spreaders for any areas that require salt. 
 
Supervisor Stokes provided the Recreation Report to the Commission. The Bowling with Santa event at 
Wonderland lanes hosted 178 participants. The Winter Solstice event was the last official program to be 
held at the WB RAC, with the event being moved indoors due to the weather. The Seniors were busy with 
trips to Meadowbrook Hall and the DSO for Home for the Holidays. Dog Park registration is open with a new 
online process. Upcoming events include the Daddy Daughter Dance, the Valentines’ Day luncheon and the 
2026 Black Expo.  
 
ITEMS FROM THE OFFICERS  
 

A. Items from the Chairperson 
 
Chairperson Brooks commented on the joint meeting on January 27th and the effort and presentation put 
into the meeting. He thanked the Senior Services team and commented on how fortunate he was to work 
with such a strong WBPRC Commission team. 
 
      B.  Items from the Secretary  
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Secretary Erich also thanked the Team for all the work that went into the presentation at the joint meeting 
on January 27th. 
 

C. Items from the Treasurer 
 
Treasurer Adams wished a Happy New Year to the community and thanked the Commission for being voted 
in as Treasurer for another year. His goal was to focus on the finances and budget for the future Connect 
Community Center for 2026. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Executive: Chairperson Brooks  
  
Chairperson Brooks stated they met on January 14, 2026. Present were himself, Secretary Erich, Treasurer 
Adams, Executive Director Hyer, Parks Superintendent Frey, Recreation Supervisor Stokes, and Finance 
Manager Stephanie Smith. They discussed the agenda for tonight’s meeting, as well as some project 
updates, grant opportunities, and personnel items. They talked about the Bond project, upcoming joint 
meetings, and reviewed open legal issues.  
 
Finance: Report from Treasurer Adams  
   
Treasurer Adams indicated the Finance Committee met Wednesday, December 17, 2025, at 6:00pm. 
Present were himself, Commissioner Barash, Commissioner Wenczel, Finance Associate Gapp, and 
Executive Director Hyer. The committee reviewed invoices, vouchers, and prepaid expenses for the month. 
The committee reviewed agenda items for tonight’s meeting. The interest from the investment fund, year 
to date, stands at $316,052.88. The projected year-end fund balance was $5,986,898. The committee 
reviewed the finance reports for the month. The next meeting is scheduled prior to the regular Commission 
meeting on January 28, 2026, at 6pm, prior to the monthly Commission Meeting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 

A. Consideration for Approval of Resolution authorizing participation in the Detroit Institute of 
Arts’ Partners in Public Art (PIPA) mural program 
 

Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Mindell to approve the Resolution and 
authorize the Executive Director to submit an application to the Detroit Institute of Arts’ Partners 
in Public Art (PIPA) mural program. 
 
Secretary Erich read the Resolution in full. 
 
After discussion amongst the Commission, Commissioner Aronoff withdrew his motion, and a new 
motion was suggested by Commissioner Mindell. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Mindell, seconded by Commissioner Barash to approve and authorize the 
Executive Director to submit a non-binding application to the Detroit Institute of Art, Partners in 
Public Art (PIPA) mural  program. 
             
Ayes:  7        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
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Motion Carried: 7-0 
 

B. Consideration for Approval of a civil engineering Change Order #2 with Nowak & 

Fraus Engineering for additional meetings and overall stormwater management and project 

coordination at a cost of $25,500 

  
Motion by Commissioner Barash, seconded by Commissioner Aronoff to approve a civil engineering 
Change Order #2 with Nowak & Fraus Engineering for additional meetings and overall stormwater 
management and project coordination at a cost of $25,500.  
             
Ayes:  7        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7-0 
 

C. Consideration for Approval of an architect design Change Order #4 with HED for renderings 
at a cost of $15,500 

  
Motion by Commissioner Barash, seconded by Commissioner Aronoff to approve an architect design 
Change Order #4 with HED for renderings at a cost of $15,500.  
             
Ayes:  7        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7-0 
 

D. Consideration for Approval to submit, receive and file the final Site Plan 

Application, Woodland, and Wetland Permits for the Connect Community Center Bond 

Project 

  
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Barash to  submit, receive and 

file the final site plan application, woodland and wetland permits for the Connect 

Community Center Bond Project. 

 
             
Ayes:  7        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7-0 
 

E. Consideration to Receive and file recommendation from Joint West Bloomfield Planning 
Commission and Environmental Commission meeting held on January 27, 2026, regarding Site Plan 
Application, Woodland Permit, and Wetland Permit for the Connect Community Center Bond 
Project 
  
Motion by Commissioner Barash, seconded by Commissioner Aronoff to receive and file 

recommendations for the final site application, woodlands permit and wetland permit for 

the Connect Community Center Bond Project, as presented by the West Bloomfield 
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Environmental Commission and the West Bloomfield Planning Commission during their joint 

meetings held on January 27, 2026. 

              
Ayes:  7        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7-0 
 

F. Consideration for Approval of the demolition of the Recreation Activity Center subject to 
West Bloomfield Township Board approval and legal review and approval to direct Frank Rewold & 
Sons to solicit bids for demolition, with the work included in the bid packages for the Connect 
Community Center Bond Project 
  
Motion by Commissioner Aronoff, seconded by Commissioner Barash to authorize the Executive 
Director to request Township Board approval to demolish the Recreation Activities Center located 
at 4640 Walnut Lake Road, West Bloomfield, Michigan, and to authorize the solicitation of 
demolition bids with demolition work included in the Connect Community Center Bond Project bid 
packages as prepared by Frank Rewold & Sons.   
             
Ayes:  7        
Nays:   0      
Absent: 0 
Motion Carried: 7-0 
    
PUBLIC FORUM- None 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Chairperson Brooks read aloud a letter he received from resident Susan Moser regarding WBPRC employee 
Ben Bur. 
“Ben, I'm grateful beyond words for your outstanding leadership and our West Bloomfield Parks and 
Recreation Transportation team Tim Sparks, Michael Delida and Jack Alexian. Thank you so much for 
providing transportation to my dad's medical appointments. Your leadership and support made a meaningful 
difference in my father's life, and I truly appreciate the reliability, kindness, compassion, and care shown 
during each ride by you, Tim, Michael and Jeff, the rides became more than just transportation. You and 
your team provided companionship and friendship, allowing freedom and independence from my father. 
You and your team were my dad's world, especially after my mother passed away. Dad told me Ben, Tim, 
Michael, and Jack gave me a purpose. I am so thankful for the access to West Bloomfield Parks and 
Recreation transportation which gave my father hope and a lifeline that reduced stress during the last 
years of his life. Your leadership and skilled expertise allowed my dad to attend important lifesaving dialysis 
appointments and treatments safely and on time. I'm especially appreciative of the positive impact all of 
you had on my father as a community resident and as you connected an invaluable service to my dad’s 
needs. I have an attitude of gratitude for you, your team and the transportation service West Bloomfield 
Parks and Recreation provide. Your leadership, team expertise, dedication, and compassion truly set your 
service apart. Thank you for making a meaningful difference and for the respect and care you and your 
team show to everyone you help with heartfelt appreciation.” Susan Moser. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business before the Commission, the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 7:33PM.  
  

Reviewed by, 
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John Erich 
 
 
(As a permanent record, an audio tape of this meeting in its entirety is on file and will remain at the Parks and Recreation offices 
where it may be heard.) 


