
1 
 

PROCEEDINGS OF 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WEST BLOOMFIELD 

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION  
West Bloomfield Township Hall Boardroom 

West Bloomfield, Michigan  
 

Wednesday, January 22, 2025 
                                                                            6:00 PM                                     APPROVED        
 

 1 
CALL TO ORDER 2 
 3 
 The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Chairperson Brooks 4 
 5 
ROLL CALL 6 
 7 

 Present:            Chair Robert Brooks  8 
   Secretary John Erich  9 
   Treasurer Terrance Adams    10 
   Commissioner David Barash 11 
   Commissioner Amy Mindell  12 
   Commissioner Sally Wenczel 13 
     14 
          15 
Staff Present:  Kelly Hyer, Executive Director  16 
   Chris Frey, Parks Superintendent 17 
   Ashley Stokes, Recreation Supervisor 18 
   Carrie Manning, Recording Secretary 19 
   20 
Absent:  Commissioner Merv Aronoff 21 
    22 
Public:   None     23 

 24 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE        25 
 26 
PUBLIC FORUM- None present. 27 
 28 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 29 

 30 
Motion by Commissioner Barash, seconded by Commissioner Wenczel to approve the agenda.  31 

 32 
Ayes:  6        33 
Nays:   0      34 
Absent: 1 35 
Motion Carried: 9-0-1 36 
 37 
ITEMS FROM THE TOWNSHIP LIAISON- No report this evening. 38 
 39 
CONSENT AGENDA 40 
 41 
Items A through K are Consent Agenda matters considered to be routine by the Commission and enacted by 42 
one motion unless a member of the Commission wishes to discuss one of the topics.  43 
 44 
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A. Approval of Minutes-Regular Commission December 19, 2024   45 
B. Approval of December Revenue and Expenditure Report    46 
C. Approval of December Prepaid Expense Report in the amount of $348,257.35   47 
D. Approval of Invoice Journal Report (Expenditures by Check) in the amount of $346,994.12   48 
E. Approval of the December Credit Card Refund Report totaling $954.00   49 
F. Receipt of the December Cash Balance   50 
G. Receipt of Advertisement for Connect Community Center Request for Proposals (RFP) for Civil 51 

Engineering services.  52 
H. Receipt of 2025 Mowing Contract (extension from 2024) with Green Meadows Lawnscape    53 
I. Receipt of Natural Features Inventory and Management Recommendations for West   54 

Bloomfield Parks by Michigan Natural Features Inventory (MNFI)    55 
J. Receipt of the MML Workers’ Compensation Fund – Loss Analysis Report    56 
K. Receipt of GASB Statement Nos. 74 and 75  57 

    58 
 59 
Motion by Commissioner Barash, seconded by Commissioner Adams to approve items A through K on 60 
the Consent Agenda. 61 
 62 
Ayes:  6        63 
Nays:   0      64 
Absent: 1 65 
Motion Carried: 9-0-1 66 
 67 
Executive Director Hyer provided an update on the Pine Lake Park Playground Project. The playground 68 
was voted the top amenity to move forward with at Pine Lake Park for 2025. Parks Superintendent Frey 69 
and Staff toured Survivor Park in Brighton as well as viewing numerous pictures of projects from installer 70 
Michigan Recreation. With the location of the playground within Pine Lake Park, and reviews from the 71 
projects, it was determined to go with a design of a “Natural” playground. Fitting in perfectly with the 72 
WBP&R theme of spending time in nature. The more natural designs have been shown to promote more 73 
imaginative play in children, improve cognitive ability, as well as less aggressive play and less injuries. 74 
With a budget of $600,000, a contract would be presented to the Commission in February, with site work 75 
and installation in summer and a planned completion and opening in the Fall of 2025. Opening up for 76 
questions from the Commissioners, Superintendent Frey confirmed the playground amenities would cater 77 
to children of all abilities, be constructed from “no rot” materials, when available, and there would be 78 
careful placement of the components between the shady areas and sunny areas. He also confirmed there 79 
would be different providers for the natural parts of the playground as well as traditional swings. Asked 80 
about permanent bathrooms or sources of water, Superintendent Frey commented that the utilities set up 81 
on the property when it was a school were cut off at the road and it would cost a considerable amount to 82 
determine where the service was cut off and to rebuild and replace the utilities. 83 
 84 
STAFF REPORT  85 
 86 
Executive Director Hyer provided the Administrative report, providing some updates on the future 87 
Community Center, as well as advising that the paving project at Marshbank Park would begin in August 88 
2025. Staff had a recent training and team-building event held at the Sylvan Lake Community Center with 89 
almost all Staff attending and launching the new WBPRC Core Values. Executive Director Hyer also 90 
highlighted the recent workman’s comp audit, highlighting outstanding work safety numbers.  91 
 92 
Superintendent Frey updated the Commissioners with the continuing cold weather prep that the Parks Staff 93 
has been busy with, including installing the dock bubblers around the canoe/kayak dock at Marshbank Park 94 
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in Cass Lake, setting up and maintaining the sledding hills behind the Town Hall and at Marshbank Park 95 
which included some tree trimming on the sled hill walk up path. The new IVU building management system 96 
has been installed at Arrowhead. It controls the lighting, door lock, building ventilation and heat. The 97 
system can alarm staff if something is going wrong. Staff installed 12 bat house foundations at Marshbank, 98 
Arrowhead and behind Town Hall. The old bat and bird houses were removed, and new houses will be going 99 
up before Spring. Park staff reviewed their snow safety training topics and some also attended a two-day 100 
training class to maintain their pesticide applicator licenses. Staff also assisted with the recent Winter 101 
Solstice event by loading, setting up and taking down equipment as well as managing campfires and 102 
controlling traffic and crosswalks. 103 
 104 
Supervisor Stokes provided the Recreation Report to the Commission. A tour of the Edsel Ford House sold 105 
out with 25 participants and the SRG Talk time had 23 registered participants. A Senior Seasonal hike and 106 
a Yule Log Draft program were facilitated by our Nature Program. Seniors also attended the DSO “Home 107 
for the Holidays” concert, and the Ho Ho Luncheon had 64 attendees. She commented on the Winter 108 
Solstice event, which had 315 participants, despite the weather. Snowshoe events and rental are available, 109 
and she also reminded the public of the upcoming Daddy Daughter dances on February 14th & 15th as well 110 
as Discovery Days, each Wednesday from 9am-4:30pm. Commissioner Mindell spoke of how impressed she 111 
was with the amount of activities and events available in the Winter Guide and how well put together the 112 
Guide was. 113 
 114 
ITEMS FROM THE OFFICERS  115 
 116 

A. Items from the Chairperson 117 
 118 
Chairperson Brooks commented on the contents and quality of the Natural Features Inventory Report for 119 
West Bloomfield Parks, recently completed by the MSU Extension. The report was extensive and highlighted 120 
all the varieties of plants, animals, and species throughout the Parks properties. 121 
 122 
      B.  Items from the Secretary  123 
 124 
Secretary Erich spoke of the compliments he recently received on the Karner Dog Park. 125 
 126 

C. Items from the Treasurer 127 
 128 
Treasurer Adams had no items this evening. 129 
 130 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 131 
 132 
Executive: Chairperson Brooks  133 
  134 
Chairperson Brooks stated they met via Zoom on Wednesday, January 8, 2025. Present were himself, 135 
Secretary Erich, Treasurer Adams, Executive Director Hyer, Parks Superintendent Frey, Recreation 136 
Supervisor Stokes, Finance Manager Stephanie Smith, HR Manager Forton, and Marketing & Communication 137 
Manager Tehako. They discussed the items for tonight’s meeting agenda, the Bond project as well as some 138 
personnel moves and openings. The committee was also provided with updates on projects that were 139 
presented at this evening’s meeting as well as reviewing some contracts and agreements. They looked at 140 
some grant applications, both in progress and applications. The committee considered two 2025 park tours 141 
for the Commissioners. Their next scheduled meeting is Tuesday, February 11 at 3pm, via Zoom. 142 
 143 
Finance: Report from Treasurer Adams  144 
   145 
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Treasurer Adams indicated the Finance Committee met Wednesday, December 19, 2024, at 6:00pm. 146 
Present were himself, Commissioner Barash, Commissioner Wenczel, Finance Associate Gapp, 147 
Superintendent Frey and Executive Director Hyer. The committee discussed the 10 Year Capital Plan Draft, 148 
progress on the Bond project and incoming grant funding. Investment interest for November was 149 
$21,446.65- and 2024-year end interest was $318,000. The committee also reviewed invoices, vouchers, 150 
and prepaid expenses for the month. The committee reviewed agenda items for tonight’s meeting, 151 
including the finance reports for the month. The next meeting is scheduled prior to the regular Commission 152 
meeting on January 22, 2025, at 6pm, prior to the monthly Commission Meeting. 153 
 154 
NEW BUSINESS  155 
 156 
A. Consideration for Approval of the purchase and upfitting of a 2025 GMC Sierra 3500 Truck 157 
 158 
Motion by Commissioner Barash, seconded by Commissioner Adams to approve the purchase of a 2025 159 
GMC Sierra 3500 Truck for $44,665.00 from Todd Wenzel Buick GMC and the upfitting components 160 
and installation for $21,195.00 from Truck and Trailer Specialties.  161 
             162 
Ayes:  6        163 
Nays:   0      164 
Absent: 1 165 
Motion Carried: 9-0-1 166 
 167 
B. Consideration for Approval of the Karner Farm Engineering Design Services Proposal for the 168 
West Bloomfield Dog Park ADA improvement project / joint CDBG project with West Bloomfield 169 
Township   170 
  171 
Motion by Commissioner Wenczel, seconded by Commissioner Barash to approve the Engineering 172 
Design proposal from DLZ Engineering for the Karner Farm CDBG project in the amount of $31,500.00.  173 
             174 
Ayes:  6        175 
Nays:   0      176 
Absent: 1 177 
Motion Carried: 9-0-1 178 
    179 
PUBLIC FORUM- None present. 180 
 181 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  182 
 183 
ADJOURNMENT 184 
 185 
There being no further business before the Commission the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 7:28PM 186 
  187 

Reviewed by, 188 
John Erich 189 

 190 
 191 
(As a permanent record, an audio tape of this meeting in its entirety is on file and will remain at the Parks and Recreation offices 192 
where it may be heard.) 193 


